Follicular variant of papillary thyroid carcinoma -- a cytological study.
The cytological diagnosis of classical papillary carcinoma is easily established based on the characteristic architectural and nuclear features. However, the follicular variant of papillary thyroid carcinoma(FVPTC) poses a diagnostic challenge. In this study we analysed the cytological features of 14 histopathologically proven cases of FVPTC. We inferred that a combination of architectural features such as follicles and syncytial clusters and nuclear features, viz grooves, pseudoinclusions and enlarged nuclei with fine chromatin, were helpful in establishing the diagnosis. It is hence suggested that based on the combination of the aforesaid features a diagnosis of FVPTC be offered whenever it is possible. This helps in patient management, obviating the need for a second surgical intervention.